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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
The Box Hill Athletic Club has once again enjoyed a most successful year both on and off 
the track. The men’s State League team were undefeated, finished on top of the ladder, won 
the State League premiership for the third year in a row and then continued on to win the 
silver medal at the National Club Championships. The women’s State League team 
improved on last year to finish in second place. Ronnie Buckley became the Club’s first ever 
World Champion by winning the discus at the World Youth Championships in Sherbrooke, 
while Hayley Tomlinson finished 11th in the 1500 m at the same championships. Several 
successful fundraising functions were held during the year and a number of maintenance 
projects and equipment upgrades were completed. 
 
The highlight from the past year was the magnificent victory by Ronnie Buckley in the World 
Youth Championships. Not only did Ronnie win the gold medal, he threw a huge PB on the 
final and set a championship record in the process. The Club has had numerous 
international representatives in the past and has even had a World Record holder as a 
member, but never before have we had a World Champion as a member. Ronnie continued 
his great form and steady improvement over last summer to break the Australian Under 20 
discus record on several occasions and has been selected to represent Australia at the 
World Junior Championships in Grosseto in Italy this month. 
 
The men’s State League team once again showed improved depth and strength from 
previous years to go through the season undefeated and win the premiership for the third 
year in a row. While this is still a long way from the incredible string of 17 straight wins in the 
1970’s and 1980’s, it is a wonderful achievement given the position the Club was in just 6 
years ago. This improved strength is largely due to the great work done by Chris O’Connor 
as team manager over many years in bringing together a group of enthusiastic athletes who 
are keen to compete for the Club. We are also most fortunate to have a fantastic group of 
coaches who encourage their athletes to support the Club in State League competition. 
 
The women’s State League team again suffered this year from the retirement of more of our 
senior athletes which left a very young team for our team managers, Bev Power and Cathy 
Tilley. Bev and Cathy did a wonderful job to pull together a competitive team which finished 
second in the final. With a number of talented young girls in our junior teams, the Club faces 
a challenge to keep these girls in the sport so that over the next few years we can return to 
the top of the ladder in the women’s competition. 
 
Our Club captains, Leana Tilley and Cameron Baker again set a wonderful example 
throughout the year by competing regularly and encouraging others to support the Club. 
They were a great assistance to the team managers and have played an important role in 
the success of the Club over the past year. 
 
The Club once again represented Victoria at the National Club Championships in Canberra 
in both men's and women's competitions. For the first time, the men’s team finally broke 
through to win a medal at these championships, finishing in second place behind the strong 
Queensland University team. The women’s team also improved on last year to finish in fifth 
place with a very young team. The Club has never won this event so it is a major challenge 
for us to rectify this deficiency in our Club’s history. 
 
Once again, the Club had a most successful year in interclub competition with the mens’ 
Division 1, Division 2 and Under 18 teams and the Women’s Division 1 team all winning the 
Venue Finals at Box Hill. The men’s Division 1, Division 2 and Under 18 teams continued on 
to win the Association Final at Doncaster while the Division 1 women finished a close 
second. While the Club has now established ourselves as the most dominant team in men’s 
track and field competition, it is a concern that the women’s teams continue to struggle at all 
levels. It is a challenge for the Club to ensure that we are stronger next season. 
 



Apart from Ronnie Buckley’s wonderful efforts, there were again many outstanding individual 
performances by Club members throughout the year. Andrew Letherby finished a creditable 
35th at the World Championships in Paris and then earlier this year, finished in 45th place at 
the World Cross Championships where he was part of Australia’s most successful team. 
Hayley Tomlinson also performed brilliantly at the World Youth Championships in Canada 
where she ran a PB in the heat of the 1500 m against girls up to 2 years older than herself, 
and then finished a most creditable 11th place in the final. 
 
The pole vault group once again had a most successful year. Steven Hooker and Rosanna 
Ditton represented Australia at the World University Games in South Korea last winter, with 
Mark Stewart also a member of the team as coach. Both Steven and Rosie continued on to 
have wonderful summer seasons, with Rosie jumping a PB, an Olympic ‘B’ qualifier and 
finishing second at the National Championships. Joel Pocklington consistently jumped just 
below the elusive 5 m mark and has clearly been the best junior male pole vaulter in 
Australia. James Filshie made a most welcome return to competition this season, clearing 5 
metres for the first time while Robin Barclay celebrated reaching retirement age by breaking 
the Australian Over 65 pole vault record. 
 
However, Steven Hooker has outdone them all by first breaking the long-standing State 
Open pole vault record with a leap of 5.55 m, then achieving an Olympic ‘A’ qualifying 
performance of 5.65 m in Perth and then following this with another 5.65 m clearance at the 
National Championships to win the silver medal and secure a spot in the Australian team to 
Athens. We are all looking forward with excitement to watching our first Olympic 
representative for 16 years perform in Athens. 
 
The Club had hoped to commence work on completion of the upstairs extensions to the 
Clubrooms over the past year. We commenced the process of obtaining quotes to perform 
the work in August 2003, however the recent building boom meant that we were unable to 
obtain a competitive quote from a builder until March this year. We were delighted to finally 
sign a contract with a builder in early April. It is hoped that the building works will be 
completed ready for the start of this track season. 
 
Due to the large increase in the cost of the building over the past few years compared with 
the original quotes obtained for the work, the Club will have to borrow approximately $65,000 
to fund this final stage of the building works. It is critical that Club members support 
fundraising events over the coming years so that the loan can be repaid as quickly as 
possible, minimising the interest payable on the loan. 
 
Once again the fundraising sub-committee did a wonderful job throughout the year to 
organise several most successful events which helped raise funds for the building works and 
developed Club spirit amongst our members. Leana Tilley once again took on the task of 
organising another Trivia Night during the year which was again a great financial success 
and enjoyed by all who attended. Chris O’Connor again performed an admirable role as quiz 
master for the night while Cameron Joyce again made a remarkable contribution by 
collecting over half of the items for auction on the night. 
 
It was decided to once again conduct the Whitehorse Gift Carnival and we received valuable 
support from a number of sponsors for this event. In a new initiative, permission was 
obtained from Athletics Victoria to conduct the Victorian Mile Championships at the meeting. 
The competition ran smoothly and was enjoyed by all who attended however once again 
there was little support for the event from athletes outside of the Club. Hopefully we can 
build on this event in coming years to make it a prominent event on the athletics calendar in 
Victoria. 
 
The Club was again most fortunate to receive a number of generous donations to the 
building fund from members and friends. The buy-a-brick campaign has been most 
successful in making a substantial contribution towards the building works. Colin Organ 
continues to administer this scheme in a most efficient manner. 



 
With building works being delayed for the past year, the committee took the opportunity to 
tackle a number of maintenance tasks and equipment upgrades which had been deferred in 
recent years. Agreement was reached with Mission Australia for them to conduct a Work for 
the Dole Project at the ground on behalf of the Commonwealth Government. Ground 
Manager, Peter Robbie took on the role of supervisor for the project which involved groups 
of unemployed people working on various projects at the track two days a week for a six 
month period. Works completed included a major upgrade to the hammer cage to comply 
with IAAF regulations, strengthening of shade structures, construction of a concrete pad for 
a third pole vault pit and an associated run-up, construction of concrete pads for storage of 
hurdles, repair and painting of hurdles and grandstand seating, as well as painting of 
numerous other items around the ground. Thanks to the efforts of Peter and his group, an 
enormous amount was achieved that would have otherwise taken many years of working 
bees by Club members. 
 
Membership numbers over the past year increased to about 240 members. This is higher 
than last year but is significantly lower than the 270 members we enjoyed about 7 years ago. 
Our retention rate is very poor at less than 70 % which means that we have to recruit about 
100 new members every year just to break even. Of particular concern is a gradual decline 
in the number of female members. We will have to continue to work hard in the coming years 
to find ways to improve this retention rate and grow our membership. 
 
I have been most fortunate to have had great support from the committee over the past year. 
It was great to have Simon Bromley, Kate Ackland, Jessica Turner and Sarah Oldfield join 
the committee at the start of the year to bring some fresh ideas and enthusiasm to the 
committee. 
 
Despite being only small in number, the committee manages to achieve a great deal and 
makes an enormous contribution to the success of the Club. Angela Robbie continues to 
manage the huge task of Treasurer, Registrar and Canteen Manager with remarkable 
efficiency. It is largely thanks to the efforts of Angela over the last 5 years that we are now in 
a position to proceed with completion of the Clubroom upgrade, despite having spent over 
$220,000 on capital works over the past two years. The Club has once again achieved an 
outstanding financial result over the past year with a net profit prior to accounting for capital 
expenditure of the order of $50,000. 
 
In his role as publicity officer, Adam Pepper and has arranged for numerous articles about 
the Club to be published in the local paper. He has also regularly assisted with equipment 
maintenance and provided technical assistance on competition days. Julie Milner has once 
again been a most efficient and dependable Secretary, as well as helping in the canteen 
each week, folding and posting the hardcopy newsletters and assisting with officiating duties 
at both State League and winter competition. Joan Hines continues to work tirelessly to 
ensure the efficient conduct of competition at the venue as well as representing the Club at 
Athletics Victoria meetings and serving on the Athletics Victoria Summer Competition 
Committee. Fiona Buchanan has provided valuable representation from the pole vault group 
on the committee and has assisted with organising fundraising events. 
 
The Club is most fortunate to have dedicated and enthusiastic coaches, officials and team 
managers who ensure that we provide the best possible facilities and opportunities for our 
members. It is these people who make a successful, vibrant Club and ensure that members 
are retained and maintain an involvement in the sport and the Club. Over the past few years, 
a number of our long-serving volunteers have retired which means that the Club faces a 
huge challenge to find people to take over these tasks to ensure that we continue to provide 
excellent facilities and equipment for our members. 
 
Athletics Victoria has been undergoing a review of summer competition format over the past 
3 months and has indicated that major changes will be made to competition for next season. 



Several proposals have been presented for consideration so at this point it is not clear what 
form competition will take next season and how many rounds will be held at Box Hill as one 
of the proposals is to rotate competition amongst four different Eastern suburbs venues. It is 
hoped that the changes implemented will help to create a more vibrant, exciting competition 
to help retain our members in the sport, however the lack of direction from Athletics Victoria 
makes planning for next season very difficult. 
 
The Club is most appreciative of the sponsorship provided by Banksia Sports Clinic, 
Ethertech, Runners World and Ashwood Bamboo Blinds. Without their support we would be 
forced to raise fees to cover the ongoing costs of running the Club and providing facilities for 
our members. 
 
With continued major improvements to our facilities and success enjoyed by the Club and its 
members at all levels over the past year, the Club is in a great position to enjoy a period of 
sustained success. With the Commonwealth Games in Melbourne in just two years time, we 
look forward to an exciting time leading up to this event. 
 
 
Graeme Olden 
President 
 

 
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 

The past year has been another busy and fulfilling one for the Committee.  With the success 
on the track and the last stage of the building works finally underway it makes it all 
worthwhile.  Thanks to fellow members of the fundraising committee, without whom we 
would not have had the capacity to start the final stage of the building. Cathy Tilley’s 
contribution in organising volunteers has once again been fantastic and Cameron Baker 
continues to produce an interesting newsletter on a regular basis. 
 
Leana Tilley and Cameron Baker have again shown great leadership, on and off the track, 
as club captains. Having their encouragement, enthusiasm and athletic expertise in 
Canberra, at the National Club Championships, certainly made a difference to the outcome. 
 
With the retirement of Stewart Livingston and Alan Cross last year, the committee has taken 
on the added responsibility for setting up and packing away all the equipment for Interclub 
competition.  It is not as onerous if everyone can do a little, so thank you to those who have 
assisted with this task each week. 
 
The work for the dole scheme has been a great bonus for us.  Peter Robbie and his charges 
have been keeping the facilities clean and well maintained and have reduced the need for as 
many working bees.  It certainly makes for a much more pleasant environment and eases 
some of the committee’s workload. 
 
Thank you to the rest of the Committee who provide friendship, humour and support 
particularly when things are difficult and seem a little overwhelming. We work well together 
and endeavour to do our best for the club and its members. 
 
Julie Milner 
Secretary  



 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
A restriction on spending and ensuring all users of the track paid fees resulted in a surplus of 
$37,634.43.    The major expenditure during the season was $8,853.90 on the extension to 
the hammer cage and $4,760.00 being the final payment to the builder for the 1st stage of 
the clubroom redevelopment. 
 
The surplus funds raised will immediately be needed to pay a deposit on the 2nd stage of the 
club redevelopment as the Club has signed a Contract with a builder to complete the works 
at a cost of $136,830.00.    A Bank loan will be obtained to cover the balance of the costs. 
 
Many donations were made direct to the Club or through the Barlow Fund and I thank all 
those that contributed in this way.  
 
Approximately $9,000.00 was raised through fundraising activities organised by the 
Fundraising Committee which was an excellent effort and I thank all those involved for their 
hard work in this area.   Fundraising will need to continue to enable us to raise funds to pay 
off the loan being obtained to complete the second stage of the clubroom redevelopment so 
everyone’s support is required. 
 
The Club this season has again been run by a small Committee, although we have had 
some young new faces which has been encouraging.  A small Committee means that each 
Committee member carries a huge workload. I would like to thank all members of the 
Committee for their support and hard work during the season with a special thank you to 
Julie and Graeme who attend to many tasks over and above their roles as President and 
Secretary.  It has been a pleasure to work with you all. 
  
Angela Robbie 
Treasurer 
 

CANTEEN REPORT 
 
Prices were increased this season in order to cover the cost of paying for regular assistance 
in the canteen and equipment set up for venue meets due to a lack of volunteers willing to 
help in these areas.  Despite payment for assistance and not opening for Little Athletics 
Relay Day (again due to a lack of volunteers) the canteen profit was consistent with previous 
years and in fact a little higher than last season. 
 
The Club needs the canteen as a source of revenue so it is important that this facility be 
maintained in order to provide funds.  The canteen is currently being refurbished by the 
Work for the Dole Project with no cost to the Club. 
 
In the coming season it will be necessary to pay for assistance again to relieve Julie Milner 
and myself of some of the canteen workload unless we get help from athletes or family and 
friends.  If you can assist please contact a Committee member. 
 
I wish to thank all the people who helped in the canteen and a very special thank you to Julie 
Milner who helped every Saturday and who took over completely when I wanted a weekend 
away.  
 
 
Angela Robbie 
Canteen Manager 



  
TEAM MANAGER REPORTS 

 
State League Men 
 
Box Hill had another successful season in the men’s state league competition, taking out our 
third successive state league premiership. 
 
This season demonstrated the greatly improved depth that the Club has developed over the 
last few seasons. Despite having some of our key athletes such as Tim Williams, Marty 
Duke and Justin Clark missing for much of the season through illness and injury, we were 
able to go through the minor rounds undefeated and finish on top of the ladder. 
 
Despite this, APS and Bayside had the capability to field strong teams so we were no 
certainties to win the final, however our improved depth and wonderful team spirit again 
came to the fore in the final where we ended up winning comfortably. 
 
In was particularly pleasing to see some of our younger athletes such as Lane Harrison, 
Mohamad Zeed, John Peavey, Andrew White, Lachlan Aspinall and Ronnie Buckley 
establish themselves as successful State League athletes over the past season. This bodes 
well for the future success of the Club in State League competition, particularly if our more 
experienced athletes such as Andrew Wilcox, John Meagher, Kynan Dawes and Marcus 
Tierney continue to show the good form which they enjoyed over the past season. Hopefully 
they will be joined by members from our talented group of Under 18 athletes over the coming 
few years. 
 
The competition for the highest point’s scorer for the season was very close all season 
between Ronnie Buckley and Steven Hooker. Both of these athletes set a wonderful 
example to the rest of the Club that competing regularly in State League competition is 
excellent preparation for competing successfully at higher levels. Ronnie ended the season 
slightly ahead of Steve, however both of their efforts were instrumental in ensuring that we 
were undefeated for the season. 
 
As recognition of the fine performance by the State League team over the past season, 
Athletics Victoria nominated our State League team in the Vic Sport team awards for the 
past season. The winner of the award was the Pura Cup winning cricket team, however the 
Box Hill team placed third in the team category which was a great reward for a most 
successful season. 
 
Thanks to Chris O’Connor for another outstanding effort throughout the year as team 
manager, to Club captain Cameron Baker for his enthusiastic support throughout the 
season, to Julie Milner and Joan Hines who officiated each week and to all those who 
helped during the season by officiating, ensuring that our team was not deducted points. 
Thanks also to the coaches who supported the State League team and enabled us to field 
strong teams every week. We hope that you will all support the team again next season to 
continue on with our winning streak. 
 
State League Women 
 
The 2003/2004 season was an improvement on the previous year with a very creditable 
second place in the finals. 
We managed to fill most positions each week with the exception of the throws – Cecilia 
Azcurra being our only competitor. 
Congratulations must go to our top scorer, all rounder, Rachael Dacy who competed in 
numerous events each week until Christmas when her Achilles finally gave out.  Hopefully, 
she will be back competing next season. 
 



To  Nicole Sansonetti, who didn’t miss a competition, and to the ever reliable Wendy 
Muldoon, thanks for the numerous points you scored for the team.  We did well in the 
polevault with Rosie Ditton, Fiona Buchanan and Jessica Turner.  Thank you Chris 
O’Connor or the constant supply of distance runners and to our juniors who improve every 
year.  We always do well at hurdles and this year was no exception. 
 
Cathy and I would like to thank the committee and the athletes for their support and we look 
forward to a successful season next year. 
 
Bev Power 
State League Team Manager 
 
 
 
Senior Men 
 
The 2003/2004 Men’s Interclub season resulted in one of the best years that I have had the 
privilege to manage. This season we won the Venue and Association finals in division 1 and 
2 and had division 4 compete in the venue final as well. Our division 1 team won the venue 
final by 120 points and was again victorious by over 100 points in the Association final.  This 
is a massive result and was born about through the commitment shown by many athletes to 
compete hard and regularly throughout the course of the year. 
 
Over the past few years I have cited the expectations of having under age athletes moving 
up to the senior ranks and how this will help the senior teams. This year we really reaped the 
benefit of this development. Most notably was the effect of having young Ronnie Buckley 
team up with Chris Rutty in the Division 1 throwing events. This combination proved 
unbeatable all year and provided us with an incredible number of points and a flying start to 
each week of competition. 
 
Our Pole vault results improved also with Stephen Hooker teaming up with James Filshie 
who had been missing for the last couple of years and of course the ever reliable Cameron 
Baker and Robin Barclay. Our sprint numbers were at an exceptional level this year and this 
was evident by the number of athletes pushing down into Division 3 and 4.   Our middle 
distance, although not quite as dominant as in past years still provided us with big points 
each week and has been a very solid points scoring area now for many years. 
 
Another area of improvement this year was having John Peavey, Sam Scherma , Dave 
Featherston and Chris Vergos competing in many of the field events such as Javelin, High 
Jump and Long or Triple jumps. These events again gave us many points on competition 
day that we had not been receiving in the past. 
 
As well as the normal seriousness that comes with competition, there are also many funny 
characters that make my day generally very enjoyable. I look forward to these days if not just 
to hear and see some of the lighter side antics that many of our athletes produce. 
 
So, where to from here ? Well we must continue to work hard to retain the good competitors 
that we currently have. Encouragement from our club leaders is essential and more new 
blood never goes astray. 
 To all that contributed, congratulations on a great effort. 
 
Rob Falkenberg 
Senior Men’s Team Manager. 
   
 

  
 



 Senior and Junior Women 
      Season 2003-04 was a learning curve for both Team Managers and athletes.  Rule changes 

in qualifying athletes for venue and Association finals were difficult to adjust to.  Although we 
were aware of the changes, the athletes were resistant to trying other events to their usual 
routine.  Unfortunately reality didn’t hit until the week before and during the finals, where the 
girls realized that they should have expanded there repertoire.  Given that the same rules 
apply next season, we should find it easier to have athletes qualified in more events.  At 
Venue finals, all teams had large gaps in the field and in the steeple chase, although this 
may have been a common problem across the venue.  One positive is the large numbers of 
walkers we have to choose from.  It was most unusual to have those positions filled. 

 
     The Division 1 team was the only successful team at Venue Finals.  U/16 was unlucky to miss 

out, falling short by 7 pts, although the athletes were very useful additions to the Division 1 team 
at the Association Finals.  Division 2, U/18 and U/14 teams suffered from a lack of numbers and 
did not qualify for the Venue Finals. 

 
      Division 1 came second to MUAC yet again at Association Finals, gaps in the field and the 

steeple, due to a lack of qualified athletes did not aid our cause.  The athletes did very well 
to hold on to second position. 

 
      We continued to post a list of names showing how many weeks qualifying each athlete had 

achieved each week.  This system will be used again next season, in addition a list of events 
will be posted along with the names of the girls who have qualified in each event.  Hopefully 
we can create awareness amongst the girls, preparing them for the finals.  

  
      Each week the numbers at interclub were reasonable (twilight meetings were not well 

attended by the girls) and the standard of performances was very good.  There were many 
PBs broken by the juniors.  A 3.40m result was achieved by Jacqui Williams in the Pole 
Vault, well done.  Relays were well supported each week.  The U/16 girls competed strongly 
in the U/18 age group at the Relay Championships, achieving 2 gold and a silver medal. 

  
      Congratulations to Veronica Kirby, who lead the point tally for U/16 and overall within the 

club.  Veronica is always keen to try as many events as possible and quickly arrived at 100 
pts for the season. 

 
      Well done to all the athletes who competed this season and we hope to see them all back, 

with new recruits next season. 
 
      Elissa Ward and Cathy Tilley. 
 Women’s Team Managers 
 
 

Junior Boys 
 
I can’t tell you how much of a privilege, it was to be involved with the most talented Junior 
Boys Athletic Team in Victoria for 2003. Go Box Hill! 
Congratulations to all the boys, especially those who won medals. 

U18       We had a lot of great athletes in this division go up to the Seniors and prove their 
worth. But we also had a many multi-talented athletes come up from the lower level. 
Outstanding turnouts each week led the boys to improve their skills, though throwing events 
were let down by a lack of enthusiasm. 
We were lucky enough to have a couple of walk-ins off the street who proved to themselves 
alone what a fabulous competition we have at Box Hill. 
Sprinters and hurdler were a standout,  with 1st year competitor Stefan Filonzi proving to be 
a valuable team member, competitively and socially. Moses Levey, the quiet achiever week 
in, week out. Kristian Lewis, a gifted athlete who turned out a few great P.B.’s and peaked in 



the Relay Venue Finals. Theo Oostveen, with his multi-skilled approach, each week juggling 
3-4 events in short periods of time successfully with P.B.’s. Imran Zeed who through two 
seasons not only entertained the crowd but also let us know what a true believer in himself 
he is. Grant Hodges, the classic all-rounder proving his worth each week in the sprints, 
relays, jumps and throws. Worthy of a club trophy for persistence and performance. Well 
done. A future decathalon competitor, no doubt. Alex De Greenlaw and David Goodwin 
dominated in the 400m and 800m distance events, constantly improving their P.B.’s to 
qualify for the Nationals in Canberra by seasons end. Andrew Toomath, another quiet 
achiever along with Paul Chiodo proved strong competition for all in their events each week 
achieving many P.B’s and pleasing friends and family along the way. Chris Perry, Sam 
Dipnal, Nick Bourke, and Kevin Craigie consistently running 1500m each fortnight to keep 
others at bay along with constant improver Brendan O’Brien in the Steeples and Distance 
events. Brendan cut some big times from his P.B’s during the season. Our weekly relay 
teams competed in strong competition each week at varied distances to prove Number One 
most weeks and rattle the opposition at the venue finals to bring home the result of  No.1 
Boys U18 team in the state of Victoria yet again. Well Done ! 
 
U16  What can I say, yet again. I was chuffed each week writing up the results to see the 
amazing achievements by a collective of superb athletes. 
The Arunasalam brothers, Navin and Ruben blitzed many a race together and individually 
through the season. Middle distance group of new members Patrick Oughtred, Matt Coloe, 
Dom Alesio, Steve Kelly and Damien Nugent combining with Chris Hamer and Andy 
Toomath proved a team to be reckoned with in the near future. These gifted boys will be our 
future, if not Australia’s future athletes. Dion Pocklington again would follow in the family 
footsteps to achieve each week the seemingly unachievable in many events. This resulted in 
sleeping in the Volvo returning home after Comp. Mitchell Goodwin turned up each and 
every week to amass results, P.B.’s, points and girlfriends. A worthy achievement resulting 
in the age group trophy this year. Oscar Reed, a late addition to the group achieved great 
results in all events competed in. A future star. The boys went down to St. Kevins by a small 
margin at seasons end for the inter club trophy at the Venue Finals.   
 
U14 Very hard to field a team each week but proved the Club is a fighter. 
Aaron Holmes in the Distance Events performed admirably throughout the season. Patrick 
Westman was a late starter but a future champion. Ben Pocklington performed over and 
above in all that he was encouraged to compete without complaint. Again, another future 
champion who truly deserved the Club Age Trophy, following in the footsteps of his siblings, 
Joel and Dion. Who said genes don’t run in sport ? Due to lack of team members and 
results, the boys didn’t make the Venue or Association Finals. 
 
On a personal note, many thanks to the parents for their ongoing encouragement and 
support for the boys.  
 
 
Colin Goodwin  
Junior Boys Team Manager 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



WINTER REPORT 
 

After another most successful track season, it was disappointing that the number of Box Hill 
athletes competing in winter races again fell away in 2003 compared with previous years. Of 
particular concern is the lack of juniors competing, although this is largely a result of many of 
our juniors being obliged to compete for their schools on Saturday afternoons. Athletics 
Victoria needs to address this problem to find some way of integrating school competition 
with championship events. 
 
Once again the winter season commenced with the Club 5 km Handicap race along 
Gardiner’s Creek. It was great to have the pole vault group run in the event as part of their 
training, however Dion Pocklington managed to slip under the handicapper’s guard and won 
comfortably from his brother Joel and David Featherston. 
 
The open men’s team lacked depth compared with previous seasons, however there were a 
number of highlights throughout the year. We were most fortunate to have Hamish McElwee 
compete for us while working in Melbourne for the year. Hamish ran consistently all season, 
finishing third in the Burnley Half Marathon where he joined with John Meagher, David 
Jimenez and Chris O’Connor to help the team to our first team victory for many years. He 
also ran a great leg up and down Mount Alexander to help us into third position (and a 
bronze medal) in the Coliban Relay. 
 
The Under 20 and under 16 men’s team dominated their age groups during the season. Both 
teams won both relays, while Andrew White managed placing’s in two of the individual races 
and Chris Hamer won at Albert Park. Hopefully these junior athletes can be retained in the 
sport and help strengthen our senior teams in years to come. 
 
It was particularly pleasing to see the increased number of senior women competing during 
the winter season, with the Club fielding three Open teams in the cross country relays at 
Werribee Park and four teams in the road relays at Sandown. George Connell recorded her 
best winter performance for many years with 16th place in the 6 km cross country at 
Geelong, however it was in the junior races where Box Hill athletes enjoyed most individual 
success. Jocelyn Keage had a most successful season in Under 20 competition, winning the 
10 km road race at Sandown and finishing second at Geelong. Sarah Cant and Hayley 
Tomlinson dominated Under 16 competition with Sarah winning at Geelong while Hayley 
won at Sandown, Albert Park and Bundoora before heading overseas to compete at the 
World Youth Championships. 
 
The Club 10 mile championship once again attracted a small field. On a cold and wet 
Sunday morning, Dale Bickham showed the benefit of a period of consistent training to run 
away from Chris Bunney and Graeme Olden over the last half of the race for a comfortable 
win. 
It is a reflection of the failure of the Club to retain our junior distance runners in the sport 
over the last 10 years that our most consistent and successful winter athletes in men’s and 
women’s open competition were both over 40 years of age. John Meagher and Megan 
Sloane showed that they are still most competitive in Open competition, however the Club 
needs to ensure that the current crop of talented juniors step up to take over from the senior 
members of the Club. 
 
Ian Sloane and Chris O’Connor once again did a wonderful job as team managers, chasing 
up athletes to ensure that we field our strongest teams, recording results on race day and 
providing comprehensive race reports for our members.  
The winter athletes once again greatly appreciated the hospitality shown by Megan and Ian 
Sloane who provided afternoon tea after each race. Many thanks also to those members, 
friends and family who helped out with officiating and serving in the canteen at Bundoora 
Park. Your support is greatly appreciated as it helps to raise valuable funds for our Club and 
without these volunteer officials, our teams would lose valuable points on the day. 

 



 
 
 

VENUE REPORT 
 
Thank you to all the athletes, their relatives and friends who assisted 
with officiating this year.  We had a wonderful response to our call 
for help.  The policy at our ground is to supply one official per team. 
We entered 16 teams in the competition and were able to field our 
quota of officials for every round. 
 
The Venue ran a complete program of events throughout the year. 
The Association’s decision to allow each Club to field two men in 
all divisions of field games and to drop qualifying from Men Division 4 
and Women Division 2 caused some minor problems at the start of 
the season. 
 
The weekly competition ladders showed how competitive the teams 
were with only a point or two separating most of the members of the 
divisions. 
 
An exciting Venue Finals Day produced some very close results, 
with the closest being Men Division 3 where half a point separated 
first and second.  Congratulations to all our Venue winners.  Box 
Hill were premiers in Men's Division 1, 2 and under 18 and Women 
Division 1. 
In the Association finals Box Hill teams were successful in Men 
Division 1, 2 and under 18. 
 
Adam Pepper took on the position of Technical Manager for the 
Venue and did a very good job of organizing athletes, parents and 
Committee to assist with equipment. before and after competition. 
 
Our canteen was always busy with Angela, Julie and Sue working 
all day to keep the athletes happy           . 
 
My thanks to all of the people who contributed to our successes this 
year.  The Box Hill Athletic Club as ground manager supplied new 
equipment as required, including a new hammer cage.  The officials, 
registered and voluntary, the computer operators, Mel Cother, Ron 
Campbell and our Chairman, Jack diGiantomasso and Venue 
committee who ran a very professional competition. 
 
Joan Hines 
Venue Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


