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HALF MARATHON, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 
Dale Bickham, Andrew White, Paul Boxshall and Amanda Harper all put in good 
performances in wet conditions in the Victorian half marathon championships at Burnley 
yesterday. Long time club member, Dale Bickham, now living in Queensland, returned to 
Melbourne for the weekend and ran a brave race before fading slightly towards the end to 
finish 6th, while Andrew White and Paul Boxshall also finished in the top 25. In the women’s 
race Amanda Harper ran a PB to finish in 16th place. See below for results and full race report. 
 
RACE REPORT 
Half Marathon 3.9.2006 
Dale Bickham returns to competition 
 
In overcast and drizzling conditions at Burnley, Box Hill was represented by Dale Bickham, 
Andrew White, Paul Boxshall, Tim Heron, Graeme Olden, Bill Dyer and Scott Boxshall who 
raced in the men’s Half Marathon race and Jess De Bruin, Amanda Harper, and Kate Wall 
represented us in the women’s section.   
 
Magnus Michelsson (Collingwood) started off with Rod de Highden (Doncaster) and these two 
gradually worked themselves into the lead, spread-eagling the field.  It appeared that most of 
the participants in the top half of the field were using the race as a training run and there were 
people running in unexpected positions throughout the field.  Early in the race, Dale Bickham 
contested third place with Linton Gloster (Glenhuntly).  Leading athletes including Lee Troop, 
Marty Fedmowski, Nick Harrison, David McNeill and a number of others were running further 
back, instead of being at the front of the field.   
 
The women’s race was a contest between Anna Thompson (Glenhuntly) and Karen Natoli 
(Knox) with Tracey Austin (Malvern) some distance behind.  Thompson started to exert 
pressure mid-race and dropped Natoli and the race was over at that point.  
 
The men’s race remained interesting until the last circuit of the course, with de Highden and 
Michelsson running stride for stride until Michelsson suffered an injury and slowly receded as 
a threat, being passed by a number of other athletes at the front end of the field.  Dale Bickham 
conceded two places in the latter stages, and Julian Marsh (APS) ran though to take the silver 
medal behind de Highden, with Daniel Hornery (Sandringham) also moving forward to claim 
the bronze medal.  Linton Gloster (GH) held on for fourth place.  
 
Andrew White ran a somewhat pedestrian 14th, recovering from the Australian Cross Country 
Championships.  Paul Boxshall placed around 23rd position, and Tim Heron finished around 
73rd position.  Graeme Olden was 35 seconds behind him somewhere around 80th in the field, 
and Bill Dyer and Scott Boxshall also completed the course.  
 
Amanda Harper maintained her good winter form to place 16th, while Kate Wall finished 43rd 
in her first attempt at this distance    
 
Provisional Men’s Results  Places and times are unofficial 
1 Rod de Highden  Doncaster1:08:50 
2 Julian Marsh APS 1:09:30 
3 Daniel Hornery Sand. 1:09:43 
6 Dale Bickham Box Hill  1:10:45 
14 Andrew White  Box Hill  1:12:48 
23 Paul Boxshall Box Hill  1:13:20 
73 Tim Heron Box Hill  1:18:32 
86 Graeme Olden Box Hill  1:19:07 



153 Bill Dyer                 Box Hill  1:24:25 
247 Scott Boxshall Box Hill 1:31:26 
 
Provisional Section 1 Teams Race Result 
1. Glenhuntly 
2. Geelong 
3 APS 
4. Box Hill 
 
Provisional Women’s results 
1  Anna Thompson  Glen 1:18:42 
2  Karen Natoli Knox 1:20:41 
3  Tracey Austin  Malvern 1:21:04 
16  Amanda Harper Box Hill  1:30:29 
43. Kate Wall                 Box Hill  1:38:22 
 
 
 
 
TAN RELAYS, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
The last event for the winter season will be held at the famous Tan track around the Botanic 
Gardens on Saturday morning, September 16. (Note this is a Saturday morning event). We ask 
all athletes to make themselves available for this event. It is a great event to finish off the 
winter season or to help prepare you for the track season. We will be entering multiple teams, 
including most of the under age divisions. 
 
If you have not already done so, please let us know if you are available to run in this event via 
return email. 
 
 
 
AND IN EUROPE** 
With the European track and field season coming to its climax it is great to see our 
Commonwealth Games Champion Steve Hooker pole vaulting a PB of 5.96m to win the 
Golden League event in Berlin over the weekend. 
 
 
 
WINTER COMPETITION COMMITTEE 
Contact a member of the club winter competition committee if you have any enquiries. 
 
Graeme Olden 
ph. 9885 0890  email: mailto:golden@sprint.net.au  
 
Ian and Megan Sloane 
ph. 9459 4486  email: mailto:iansloane@optusnet.com.au  
 
Chris O'Connor 
ph: 9882 6108  email: mailto:coconnor@swin.edu.au  


